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CFO Council Update

The U.S. CFO Council recently welcomed the following members.

Chief Financial Officers

On November 7, 2003, Gwendolyn Brown was confirmed as the Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).  As the CFO, she provides leadership for NASA’s fiscal resources, and for agency strategic management and planning and performance measurement.   Prior to that, she was the Deputy CFO at NASA, and worked at the Defense Department, Office of the Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), U.S. Senate staff and Defense Contract Audit Agency.  She has a bachelor’s degree from The Catholic University of America and a masters degree in public administration from The American University in Washington, DC.  

Lisa D. Fiely is the CFO at the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  Prior to joining USAID, she was at the Internal Revenue Service for 13 years.  While at IRS, Ms. Fiely was the Program Director, Internal Management Systems, Business Systems Modernization Office, and also served as the Deputy Chief Financial Officer, Internal Revenue Service.  She has served in a wide variety of financial positions during her twenty-four years of federal service, including the Office of Inspector General at the Department of Interior, and other auditing positions at the Treasury Department, Social Security Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Ms. Fiely is a Certified Public Accountant.  She has a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and Management from Boston University and a Masters Degree in Accounting Science from George Washington University. 

Teresa M. Ressel is the Assistant Secretary for Management and CFO at the Department of the Treasury.   As the Assistant Secretary, she serves as the Department’s Chief Operating Officer, and represents the Secretary’s interest in a broad array of financial and management matters, including strategic planning, performance budgeting, performance metrics, human capital, financial management and accounting, information technology and the implementation of the President’s Management Agenda.  Prior to joining Treasury, she served as Vice President and Chief Compliance Officer for Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, Inc. and Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc.   She has held managerial positions at Kaiser Permanente, Hewlett Packard and General Dynamics.  She holds B.S. and M.S. Engineering degrees from the University of Delaware, and a MBA from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.   

Deputy Chief Financial Officers

On November 3, 2003, Evelyn A. Brown was appointed as the new Deputy Associate Director, Center for Financial Services, and the Deputy CFO at the Office of Personnel Management (OPM).   Prior to that, she was the Chief Executive Officer of the National Archives Trust Fund Board, responsible for the financial management of trust and gift funds.  She also held managerial positions at the Department of Transportation (DOT), International Trade Administration at the Department of Commerce, Federal Transit Administration at DOT and worked at the Maritime Administration.  She graduated from Howard University with a BA degree in accounting and is an alumna of the Federal Executive Institute.  She is a Certified Government Financial Manager.

Mr. Barry Hudson serves as the Deputy CFO and Chairman of the Treasury Franchise Fund Advisory Board.  He manages the fiscal operations of the Department of the Treasury, and develops and implements policies governing the operations and management of the franchise fund. Mr. Hudson has been involved with the Federal government’s franchising initiative from its inception.  He was the architect of the Treasury’s Franchising proposal, and continues to work with the Office of Management and Budget and the CFO Council on entrepreneurial issues.  He has 27 years of federal financial management experience, from day-to-day operations, to departmental management and policy oversight.  He is a Certified Government Financial Manager, and received a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from George Mason University, and a Master’s degree from North Central University.

Mr. Lee J. Loftus is the Deputy Assistant Attorney General/Controller, Justice Management Division at the Department of Justice.  Prior to becoming Controller, he was the Director, Finance Staff from January 1999 to August 2003.  Mr. Loftus has served in several financial management positions during his 20+ years with the Justice Department.  He joined the Department in 1982 as a financial systems programmer and since that time has held senior management positions overseeing financial operations, financial policy, reporting and systems.  

He also worked as the Chief, Finance Branch for the Federal Bureau of Prisons.  He has a Masters of Business Administration with a concentration in financial management from The American University in Washington, DC.

Mr. Edward J. Murray was appointed the Deputy CFO at the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) in September 2003.   Prior to that, he was the Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Finance at VA since February 2002, and served as the Associate Deputy Assistant Secretary for Financial Systems.  Mr. Murray served as the Chief Technology Office to the Coast Guard’s CFO and Senior Procurement Executive, and was responsible for Coast Guard’s financial, budgetary and acquisition systems.  Prior to joining the Federal government in the early 1990’s, Mr. Murray enjoyed an extensive private sector career developing and managing a diverse range of information technology and business system projects spanning over 15 years.  He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia, and a Masters degree in Information System Management from the University of Denver.
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