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CFO Council Systems/e-Government Committee Update

The U.S. Chief Financial Officers (CFO) Council Systems/e-Government Committee, chaired by Mark Carney, Department of Education’s Deputy CFO, has established its task priorities and established sub-groups to work on these tasks.  It has also scheduled prominent speakers from the e-Government community.  The topics being addressed are standardization of financial data, the CFO’s role in e-Government initiatives, and systems support of budget/performance integration/automating audit capabilities.

Timothy Young, Portfolio Manager for e-Government and IT, and Jean Holcombe of the Office of Federal Financial Management at the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), addressed the Committee on December 12th.  They focused on which e-Initiatives are most imminent in terms of time frames, but equally as important, in relationship to their impact on the CFO community’s financial system concerns.  

At the November meeting, Teresa Sorrenti, Program Manager for Integrated Acquisition Environment spoke on the current efforts that are in progress.  The Central Contractor Registration (CCR), based on the Duns & Bradstreet Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, is now a requirement.  Ms. Sorrenti gave a high-level overview of projects and outlined future plans for implementation.  There is a great deal of angst in the CFO community about the costs of implementation of this initiative, and the myriad of other pending efforts, such as e-Travel, e-Payroll, and e-Grants.

The issues on e-Travel, e-Payroll and e-Grants are the focus for the January 9, 2004 committee meeting.  The Program Manager from each will address the group to give and   gain awareness of the financial system impact and other probable difficulties.  OMB plans to discuss non-compliance with the Federal Managers Financial Improvement Act at a future meeting.  Other upcoming topics include the role of systems in linking data to results and standard data sets, maintaining standardized aggregated data.

The committee meets the 2nd Friday of each month at the Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon.  For further information, contact Sally Clark at (202) 401-2616, or via email at sally.clark@ed.gov.
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